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Average (median) money income of families
in the United States was estimated at $4,400
in 1955, or about 6 percent higher than in
1954, according to estimates released today by
the Bureau of the Census, Department of Com-
merce. This increase probably represented a
gignificant gain 1in purchasing power for the

‘vgrage family, since prices were fairly sta-
bie during this period.!

The average income of nonfarm families
increased by about 7 percent between 1954 and
1955, largely because of wage rate lncreases
and greater regularity of employment among
nonagricultural workers. In contrast, the
average monsy lncome of rural-farm families
did not change significantly over the year,
The stability in the income of farm families
despite 'a drop in farm prices is due largely
to their increased earnings from nonfarm work,
A large and incréasing proportion of the farm
population derives at least part\of its incone
from employment off the farm, '

0f the ©Nation's 43 million families,
about 18 million, or two-rifths, received in-
comés of $5,000 or more in 1955, while 74 mil-
lion, or one-fifth, had incomes under $2,000.

1 The Consumer Price Index of the Department of
Labor averaged 114.8 in 1954 and 114.5 in 1955.

Advance estimates on family income were issued last September in

The remaining 173 million families were in the
$2,000-$5,000 bracket. The distribution of
families (groups of two related persons or
more) by their income in 1955 is shown in
table A,

Table A.--NUMBER OF FAMILIES BY FAMILY INCOME,
FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1955

(Figures derived from data in table 1 and rounded
. to the nearest 100,000)

. s Numb f

Family income famiiieg
Totaleseseosonsosnvsnsnsscocessens 42,800,000
Under $1,000ccccccvececccscsccncsssonne 3,300,000
$1,000 10 $1,999ccvvvcccacssesscccsens 4,200,000
$2,000 t0 $2,999 cccrevcerarscssscennas 4,700,000
$3,000 10 $3,99%c00c0tsccccvescecrcsns 6,300,000
$4,000 t0 $4,999 0 etecceccsssocansanes 6,600,000
$5,000 t0 $5,999 0 0000cccascscsrnnsnnes 5,400,000
$6,000 to $6,999.cccvecnccecsnssccances 4,100,000
$7,000 to $9,99% c0recarcsscssccscnsses 5,500,000
$10,000 t0 $14,99% c0cucrccscsscccnsres 2,100,000
$15,000 and OVETsecssssscscescsacncssss 600,000

The 1955 income data presented in this
report were obtained from information col-
lected in the Bureau's Current Population Sur-
vey in March 1956, The survey covered the
civilian noninstitutional population and mem-
bers of the Armed Forces living off post or
with their families on post in continental
United States.
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Income as defined in this report repre-
sents the combined total money income of the
family, or the sum of money wages and sala-
ries, net income from self-employment, and in-
come other than earnings received by all
family members dQuring the calendar year. The
median income is the amount which divides the
distribution into two equal groups, one having
incomes above the median and the other having
incomes below the median. :

Since the estimates
based on a sample,

in this report are
they are subject to sam-~
pling variability. Particular care should be
exercised 1in the interpretation of figures
based on relatively small numbers of cases as
well as small differences between figures.
Moreover, as in all field surveys of income,
the figures are subject to errors of response
and nonreporting.

Other data relating to the income re-
ceived by the population are available from -
the Personal Income Series of the Department
of Commerce, the Federal Reserve Board Survey
of Consumer Finances, Federal income tax data,
and 0ld-Age and Survivors Insurance wage rec-
ord data. These data are collected for dif-
ferent purposes and, therefore, differ from
the Current Population Survey income data in
several important respects, A discussion of
the comparability of these data may be found
in Current Population Reports, Series P-60, -
No. 23, "Income of Persons in the United
States: 1955."

INCOME OF NONFARM FAMILIES RESUMES
POSTWAR RISE; INCOME OF FARM
FAMILIES UNCHANGED

Average family income, which had been al-
most unchanged between 1953 and 1954, rose by
6 percent in 1955, The median income for all
families was estimated at $4,4002 in 1955,
about $250 higher than in the two previous
years.

The median income of nonfarm families was
$4,700 -in 1955, This median, which has been
rising feirly steadily since the end of World
Wer IT, was $300 higher than a year earlier
and about $1,500, or SO percent, higher than
in 1947, In contrast, the median income of

2 Mediens cited in the text are taken from the de-
tailed tables and are rounded to hundreds of dollars.,

rurel-farm families--at $2,100--d1d not change
significantly between 1954 and 1955 and was
not much different from the 1947 average,

In 1955, for the first time in the post-
war period, the average purchasing power of
nonfarm families appears to have exceeded sig-
nificantly the World War II level. As shown
by the deta in Tfigure 1, the more-or-less
steady increases in money income during the
postwar period have been largely offset, or
for certain periods more than offset, by the
rising cost of living. In 1955, however, the
increase in money incomes, at a time when
prices were stable, pushed the adjusted income
level above the World War II peak. The price-
adjusted data shown in this figure were de-
rived by dividing the median money income for
each year by the Consumer Price Index compiled
by the Bureau of Labor Statistics. This ad-
justment is a very rough one and the results
cannot be regarded ssmore than approximations.

Figure 1,.--MEDIAN INCOME OF NONFARM FAMI-
LIES, PFOR THE UNITED STATES: 1944 TO
1955
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The income of farm families has fol-
lowed a less consistent pattern than that of
the nonfarm group. The median money income of
farm families hit a low point in 1949, then
rose substantially during the Korean conflict,
and leveled off at a slightly lower frigure
since that time (figure 2). The adjustment of

" the rural-farm medians for changes in price

levels by use of the Index of Prices Paild by
Farmers for PFamily Living, compliled by the
Department of Agriculture, does not alter this
pattern significantly. The low points, on a
price-ad Justed basis, were during the two re-
cession years of 1949 and 1954,
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Figure 2.~-MEDIAN INCOME OF RURAL-FARM FAMI-
LIES, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1947 TO 1955
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The relative stability in the income of
rural-farm - families even during periods of

Table B.--RURAL-FARM FAMILIES BY SOURCE OF MONEY INCOME, FOR THE UNITED STATES:

falling farm prices stems partly from the fact
that a large and growing proportion of the
farm population derives at least part of its
monetary income from employment off the farm.
As the data in table B below indicate, the
earnings of only 25 percent of the farm fami-
lies came entirely from the operation of a
farm in 1955, About 38 percent supplemented
income from farm operations with earnings from
other sources--mainly nonfarm, The remaining
37 percent of farm families hed no money in-
come at all from a farm enterprise, depending
entirely on nonfarm earnings, farm wages, or
other sources of income. The receipt of off-
the-farm income by farm families has been in-
creasing rapidly in recent years, The pro-~
portion of farm <families with some income
other than that from operation of a farm has
advanced from 70 percent in 1949 to over 80

percent currently.

1949 TO 1955

Source of money income 1955 1954 1953 1952 1951 1950 1949

Totaldieeeuesesnosesseonnanassns 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

With farm self-employment incomesssesss 63 63 64 56 61 63 68
Without other kinds of earnings.....s 25 30 32 31 35 34 38
“¥ith other kinds of earnings?,....... 38 33 32 25 26 29 30
Without farm self.employment income.... 37 37 36 b 39 37 32
Wages or salaries Onl¥eeeeccecsccsees 17 18 18 24 21 16 17
Other combinationsdeevessscocescceses 20 19 18 20 18 21 15

- with less

1 Includes a relatively small number of families with no money income.
2 Includes a relatively small number of families without farm self-employment income.

"BIG CITY" DWELLERS HAVE
HIGHER INCOME

In 1955, as in previous years, the income;

of families living 1in large cities was sub-
stantially higher than that of residents of
smaller towns or rural areas, For families
l1iving in urbanized areas with a population of
1,000,000 or more, the median 1income was
$5,300 in 1955 as compared with $4,900 in
other urbanized areas, about $4,100 for towns
than 25,000 people, and finally
$2,100 in the rural-farm group (table 1). One
of the factors. which accounts for the higher
incomes received in the large cities is the
higher pay-and-price levels in these areas,
The paid employment — of more than one family
member Mey also be more common in the larger
cities, In addition, residents in urbanized

areas, particularly women, are more likely to
work full time around the year than are those
who live in the smaller places,®

SMALLEST FAMILIES HAVE HIGHEST
PER GAPITA INCOME

Larger families tend to have more earners
than smaller families and are more likely to
be headed by persons closer to the age when
their earning power is at a peak. For these
reasons, the'larger families--up to a certain
gize~--generally have higher incomes., However,
these higher incomes do not necessarily re-
.flect greater economic well-being.

see U. S. Bureau of the Census,
Series P-60, No. 23, "In.
1955."

3 For more details,
Current Population Reports,
come of Persons in the United States:




In 1955, average family income rose from
$3,600 for-families of two persons to about
$4,900 for families of four or five persons,
and tended to decline for families of six per-
sons or more (table 5). The picture is con-
siderably different, however, when average per
capita income is considered. The median per
capita income ranged downward from about $1,800
per person in 2-pergon  families to about
$1,200 per person in 4-person families and
less than $600 per person in families of seven
persons or more.

REGULARITY OF HEAD'S EMPLOYMENT BIG
FACTOR IN FAMILY INCOME

Since most families derive their incomes
entirely or largely from the employment of the
family head, his continuity of work is an im-
portant factor in determining family income.

4 -

As the data 1in table C indicate, families
headed by a person who worked at a full-time
job in 1955 had a considerably higher average
income ($4,800) than those headed by a person
who worked at a part-time job or by a person
who did not work at all during the year be-
. cause of ill health, disability, retirement,
or other reasons ($1,900 in both cases), The
great majority of the family heads who were
employed at full-time jobs worked 50 weeks or
more during the year; the median income of
their families was $5,100., Among other fami-
lies headed by full-time workers,
" income ranged from $2,500 for those with 3 to
6 months of work to about $4,400 for those
with 9 to 11 months of work during the year.
Among unrelated individuals, the median income
of year-round full-time workers ($2,900) was
far above that received by part-time workers
($900) and that for persoms who did not work
at all during the year (§700).

Table C.--FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS BY FAMILY INCOME, BY EXTENT OF EMPLOYMENT OF FAMILY HFAD,
FOR THE UNITED STATES: . 1955 i

the median

Percent distribution Median income

Extent of enlplgynlent of  head Familie Unrelated Femilies Unrelated

MLL1€S | individuals individuals
TOLALeeeeeocccrcoancansnsasonons 100.0 100.0 $4,421 $1,316
Worked at full-time JObSe..eesesessoes 83.1 56.6 4,846 2,456
50 10 52 WEEkSeueessaneseseonansnn 66.7 38.9 5,099 2,860
48 and 49 WeekS.eerrseersnoneanonn 3.3 2.6 4y 347 M)
40 t0 47 WeeKBeeesseseoocesncsnsoe 5.9 4.7 4,407 )
27 10 39 WEEKSersresrasososssasses 3.9 4.8 3,494 (1)
14 10 26 WeekBeeueeranesnesaanenen 2.1 3.9 2,513 *)
13 WeekS O 1eSS.cerescccscnssaven 1.2 1.7 ) *)
Worked at part-time JobSe..eeeseeseve. 5.1 10.5 1,867 896
Did not work at 8lleceesececcccssoscss 11.9 32.9 1,905 711

1 Median not shown where there were fewer than 100 sample cases reporting on income.

HIGHER INCOME FAMILIES HAVE MORE EARNERS

Another important determinmant of the level
of income attained by families is the extent
to which other family members participate in
the labor market., Although supplemental earn-
ers in families are often only part-time
workers, they have an important influence on
the economic level of the family. About two-
fifths of all families in the United States
had two earners or more in 1955. The incomes
of these families were considerably higher, on
the average, than those of families having
only one earner (table 7). The median income
of families with one earner was $4,100, where-
as the median for families with two " earners

was $5,300, and that for families with three
earners or more was $6,500. The relatively
small number of families with no earners had a
median income of §$1,300. ‘

There are sharp differences in the extent
to which families in different income brackets
send more than one family member into the la-
bor market as shown in figure 3 below. The
proportion of familles with more than one
earner was smallest at the lowest income
level (21 percent). This proportion rose pro-
gressively to about 70 percent for families
with incomes between $7,000 and $15,000, then
dropped to about 36 percent for families in
the highest income bracket shown.
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Figure 3.--PERCENT OF FAMILIES WITH MORE THAN ONE EARNER, BY FAMILY INCOME,

FOR THE UNITED STATES:

Percent

Under $1,000  $2,000  $3,000 - $4,000
$1,000 to to to
$1,999 $2,999 $3,999 $4,999

PROPORTION OF WORKING WIVES RISES
IN HIGHER INCOME FAMILIES

The increasing tendency of the wife to
work outside the home has been one of the
major factors boosting family income in recent
years, As table D indicates, the avefage in-
come of husband-wife families in 1955 was con-
siderably higher for those in which the wife

1955
Percent -

$5,000 $6,000  $7,000  $10,000  §15,000
to to to and
$5,999 $6,999  $9,999  $14,999 over

($5,600) than for those in
which the wife did not work or did only unpaid
work on the family farm or in the family busi-
ness ($4,300). Over one-half of the families
with working wives had incomes of $5,000 or
more. In contrast, about two-fifths:  of the
femilies in which the wives did not work for
pay had this much income.

was a paid worker

Table D.--HUSBAND-WIFE FAMILIES BY FAMILY INCOME, BY LABOR FORCE STATUS OF WIFE IN MARCH 1956; :

FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1955

Wife in | Wife not Wife in |Wife not

: paid in paid . paid in paid

Family income Total 1abor 1abor Family income Total labor 1abor

force force force . | force
TOta1le.cresasansosesne 100.0 100.0 100.0 $5,000 0 $5,99%.c.i 0000 13.6 13.5 13.6
Under $1,000u..u.uueecenns 6.1 2.4 7.3 || $6,000 to $6,999.......... 10.2 U2 | 8.7
$1,000 £0 $1,999..0000000s 8.6 5.1 o8 || $7,000 to $9,999..........] 13.6 2.2 10.3
$2,000 to $2,999..c0e0...|  10.5 8.2 1.3 || 310,000 to $14,999........ 3.1 643 4.7
$3,000 t0 $3,999....00eees| 1407 11.9 15.6 || $17,000 and over.......... 1.5 0.9 1.6
$4,000 t0 $4,999.c000000ne 16.2 14.0 17.1 Median incomee.eseecssone.| $4,599 || $5,622 | $4,326

The effect of the working wife on family
income is demonstrated in a somewhat different
way 1n table E, showing labor force partici-
pation at different income levels. For the
year 1955, the percent of families in which
the wife is in the paid labor force rises
steadily from 11 percent at the lowest income

level ($1,000 or less) to a peak of 44 percent
for families in the $7,000-$10,000 : bracket,
Moreover, increases in the wifets labor force
participation since 1949 have been most pro-
nounced at the upper income levels, suggesting
that the wife's contribution has been a major
factor in moving families up the. incoiie scale.




Table E.--PERCENT OF HUSBAND-WIFE FAMILIES WITH WORKING

WIVES, BY FAMILY INCOME, FOR THE UNITED STATES:

1949 TO 1955

Family income 1955 1953 1951 | 1949

Totaleessaranscssnas 26 24 23 22
Under $1,000...00000000- 11 9 12 11
$1,000 to $1,99%.¢cevees 15 15 15 17
$2,000 to $2,999,..0v0s, 20 18 16 17
$3,000 to $3,999.c00000s 21 18" 18 19
$4,000 to $4,999,c0000es 22 2 26 30
$5,000 to $5,999........ 26 29 32 33
$6,000 to $6,999.c00000s 36 37 35 36
$7,000 to $9,999,ce.0e0. 4t 40 38 27
$10,000 and overesseeees 29 28 14 17

OTHER INCOME PUBLICATIONS

Current Population Survey.--Other data
based on the Current Population Survey showing
the distributicns of femilies, unrelatéd indi-
viduals, and persons, by income levels, have
been published in the Series P-60 reports,
Nos. 1 to 23, In addition, income data for
1944 and 1945 appear 1in the report, "Family
and Individual Money Income in the United
States: 1945 and 1944," Series P~-3, No. 22,
Occasionally, tables have been published in
reports of the P-20 or P-50 series showing
the crogs-classification of income and other
characteristics,

1950 Census.--Distributions of persons
14 years of age and over by total money in-
come in 1949 appear in the publication, U, S.
Bureau of the Census, 1950 Census of Popu-
lation, Volume II, Chapter C, Similar data
for families and wunrelated individuals ap-
pear in Volume 1II, Chapter B. Data for the
United States and regions appear in Volume II,
Part 1, United States Summary, while sepa-
rate data for individual States are presented
in the other parts, Various special reports
contain additional income data; however, there
is no special report dealing exclusively with
income data., A preliminary report, "Estimated
Distribution of Family Income in 1949 for the
United States, Regions, and Selected States,"
Series PC-7, No. 5, presents the distribu-
tion of aggregate ingome among families and
unrelated individuals, In addition, a mono-
graph, "Income of the American People," spon-
sored jointly by the Bureau of the Census and
the Social Sclience Research Council, was pub-
lished in 1955.

1940 Census.--Data relating to wage and
salary income in 1939 have been presented in
several different reports of the Sixteenth De-
cennial Census. A complete list of these re-
ports is shown in earlier Current Population
Survey reports on consumer income.

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

Dwelling unit and household.--A dwelling
unit is defined, in general, as a house, apart-
ment, or other group of rooms, or a single
room, occupied or intended for occupancy as
separate living quarters by a family or other
group of persons 1living together or a person
living alone., A household consists of the
entire group of persons who occupy a dwelling
unit. Persons occupying living quarters which
are not dwelling units, such as large rooming
houses, dormitories, and YMCA buildings, are
not regarded as households,

Family.--The term "“family," as used in
this report, refers to a group of two or more
persons related by blood, marriage, or adop-
tion and residing together; all such persons
are considered as members of the same family.
Thus, if the son of the head of the household
and the sonts wife are in the household, they
are treated as part of the headts family. On
the other hand, .a lodger and his wife not re-
lated to the head of the household or an unre-
lated servant and his wife are considered as
additional families, and not as part of the
household headts family.

Unrelated  individual.--The ~ term "unre-
lated individuals," as used in this  report,
refers to persons (other than inmates of in-
stitutions) who are not living with sany rela-
tives, An unrelated individual may constitute
a one-person household by himself, or he may
be part of a household including one or more
other families or unrelated individuals, or
he may reside 1in a quasi household such as a
hotel. Thus, & widow 1living by herself or
with one or more other persons not related to
her, a lodger not related to the head of the
household or anyone else in the household, and
a servant living in an employerts household
with no relatives are examples . of unrelated
individuals. - /

Urban and rural residence.--The defini-
tion of urban and rural areas used in the March
1956 survey was the same as that used in the




. annual = income surveys since April 1951 and
in the 1950 Census. This definition differs
slightly from that used in the March 1950 Cur-
rent Population. Survey, but it is markedly
different from that used in earlier surveys
and censuses, The territory classified as
urban is the same as that in the 1950 Census.
According to the new definition, the wurban
population comprises all persons living in (a)
places of 2,500 inhabitants or more incorpo-
rated as cities, boroughs, and villages; (D)
incorporated towns of 2,500 inhabitants or more
except in New England, New York, and Wisconsin,
where "towns" are simply minor civil divisions
of counties; (c¢) the densely settled wurban
fringe, including both incorporated and unin-
corporated areas, around cities of 50,000 or
more;
inhabitants or more outside
fringe. The remaining population 1is classi-
fied as rural,

According to the definition used prior to
Merch 1950, the urban population comprised all

persons living in: incorporated places of 2,500 ‘

inhabitants or more and in areas (usually

minor we¢ivil divisions) classified as wurban

under special rules relating to population
.size and density.

Farm and nonfarm = residence.--The rural
population is subdivided into the rural-farm
population, which comprises " all rural resi-
dents living on farms, and the rural-nonfarm
population, which comprises the remaining rural
population. The method of ~determining farm
and nonfarm residence in the March 1956 survey
is the same as that used in the 1950 Census
and  in the
March 1950, but differs from thet used in ear-
lier surveys and censuses, Persons on "farms"
who were paying cash rent for their house and
yard only were classified as nonfarm; further-
more, persons in institutiohs, summer camps,
"motels," and tourist camps were classified as
nonfarm.

Income,--For each person in the sample 14
years of age and over, questions were asked on
the following items: (1) The amount .of money
as wages or salary received in 1955; (2) the
amount . of net money income received from non-
farm self-employment in 1955; . (3) the amount
of net money income received from farm self-
employment in 1955; and (4) the amount of other
income received in 1955, such as interest,

‘dividends, veterans' allowances, pensions, or

and (d) unincorporated places of 2,500
of any wurban

Current Population Survey since:

7 -

rents, The amounts received represent income
before deductions for personal taxes, social
security, bonds, etc. If any amount was
$10,000 or more, it was recorded as a specific
amount wherever possible, Where the specific
amount was not known, the information was re-
corded as "$10,000 to $14,999," "$15,000 to
$24,999," or as "$25,000 or more" depending
upon the respondent's best estimate, It should
be noted +that although income refers to re-
ceipts during 1955, the characteristics of the
person, such as age, labor force status, etec.,
refer to March 1956.

Money wages or salary.--This is defined
as the total money earnings received for work
performed as an employee during the calendar
year 1955, It includes wages, salary, Armed
Forces pay, commissions, tips, piece-rate pay-
ments, and cash bonuses earned, before deduc-
tions were made for taxes, bonds, pensions,
union dues, etc.

Net income from nonfarm self-employment.--
This is defined as net money income - (gross
receipts minus expenses) from a business or
professional enterprise in which a person was
engaged on his own account, Gross receipts
include the value of all goods sold and serv-~
ices rendered. Expenses include costs of goods
purchased, rent, heat, light, power, deprecia-
tion charges, wages and salaries paid, busi-
ness taxes (not personal income taxes), etc.
In general, inventory changes were not consid-
ered in determining net income; however, re-
plies based on income tax returns or other
official records do reflect inventory changes,
The vdlue of salable merchandise consumed by
the proprietors of retail stores is not in-
cluded as part of net income.

Net income from farm self-employment.--
This is defined as net money  income A(gross
receipts minus operating expenses) . from the
operation of a farm by a person on his own
account, as an owner, renter, or sharecropper.
Gross receipts include the value of all prod-
ucts sold, government c¢rop loans, money re-
ceived from the rental of farm equipment  to
others, and incidental recelipts from the sale
of wood, sand, gravel, etc. Operating ex-
penses -include costs of feed, fertilizer, seed
and other farming supplies, cash wages paid to
farmhands, depreciation charges, cash rent,
interest on farm mortgages, farm building re-
pairs, farm taxes (not poll taxes or personal
income taxes), etc. The value of fuel, food,
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or other farm products used for family living
is not included as part of net income. In
general, inventory changes were not considered
in determining net income; however, replies
based on income tax returns, or other official
records, do reflect inventory changes,

Income other than earnings.--This income
includes net income from rents, rcyalties, or
receipts from roomers or boarders; interest,
dividends, and periodic income from estates
and trust funds; pensions; veterans' payments,
Armed Forces allotments for dependents, and
other governmental payments or assistance; and
other income such as contributions for support
from persons who are not members of the house-
hold, alimony, and periodic receipts from in-
surance policies or annuities,

Receipts from the following sources were
not included as income: Money received from
the sale of property, such as stocks, bonds, a
house, or a car (unless the person was engaged
in the business of selling such property in
which case the net proceeds would be counted
as income from self-employment); withdrawals
of bank deposits; money borrowed; tax refunds;
gifts; and lump-sum inheritances or insurance
payments.

Total money income.--This is defined as
the algebraic sum of money wages and salaries,
net income from self-employment, and income
other than earnings. The total income of a
family is the algebraic sum of the amounts

.received by all income recipients in the

family -

Color.--Families are' d;assified as white
or nonwhite 1in accordance with the color of
the head.

Head of family.--One person ineach family
was designated as the head. The head of a
family is wusually the person regarded as the
head by members of the family. Women are not
classified as heads if +their husbands are
resident members of the family at the time of
the survey. Married couples related to the
head of a family are included in the head's
family and are not classified as separate
families.

Size of family.--The term "size of family"™
refers to the number of persons who are living
together and who are related to each other by
blood, marriage, or adoption.

Age,--The age classification 1is based on .

the age of the person at his last birthday.

Number of children wunder 18 years of
age.~-This number includes all persons in the
Tamily under 18 years old related to the head
of the family by blood, marriasge, or adoption.

Number of earners.--This number includes
all persons in the family with §1 or more in
wages and salaries, or §l or more or a loss im
net income from farm or nonfarm self-employment.

Enployed.--Employed persons comprise those
who, during the survey week, were either (a)

"at work"--those who did any civilian work for -

pay or profit, or worked without pay for 15
hours or more on a family farm or business; or
(b) "with a job but not at work"--those who
did not work and were not looking for work but
had a civilian job or business from which they
were temporarily absent because of vacation,
illness, industriel dispute, bad weather, or
layoff with definite instructions to return to
work within 80 days of layoff. = Also included
are persons who had new jobs to which they
were scheduled to report within 30 days.

Unemployed .,--Unemployed persons 1include
those who did not work at all during the sur-
vey week, and who were looking for work. Also
included as unemployed are persons who would
have been looking for work except that (a)
they were temporarily ill, (b) they expected
to return to a job from which they had been
laid off for an indefinite period, or (c) they
believed no work was available in their line
of work or in the community.

Not in labor force.--All civilians 14
years of age and over who are nol classified
as employed or unemployed are defined as "not
in the labor force.” These persons are further
classified as "keeping house,"™ "in school,"
"ynable to work" because of disability, and
mother,” the latter group including for the
most part retired persons, those too old to
work, seasonal workers for whom the survey
week fell in an "off"™ season, and the volun-
tarily idle. Persons doing only incidental
unpaid family work (less than 15 hours) are
also classified as not in the labor force, In
tables 8 and 9, persons in the Armed Forces
are included with those not in the labor force.

Occupation, industry, and class of work-

er,--The data on occupation, industry, and"
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class of worker of employed persons refer to
the job held during the survey week. Persons
employed at two jobs or more were reported in
the job at which they worked the greatest num-
ber of hours during the week. The occupation
and industry groupings used here are largely
the same as the major groups in the clasgifi-
cation systems used in the 1950 Census of Pop-
ulation. The composition of each major group
in terms of detailed occupations and 1indus-
tries is shown in Volume II of the reports of
the 1950 Census of Population.

In table 8, two of the major occupation
groups are subdivided by class of worker into
two groups: Wage or salary workers and self-
employed workers., The former refers to per-
sons working for wages, salaries, commissions,
tips, pay "in kind," or at piece-rates for a
private employer or for any govermmeuntal unit.
The latter refers to persons working in their
own business, profession or trade, for profit
or fees. Included in-the self-employed groups
in table 8 are unpaid family workers, i.e.,
persons working without pay in a Dbusiness
operated by a member of the household to whom
they are related by blood or marriage.

Year-round full-time worker.--A year~round
full-time worker is one who worked primarily
at full-time jobs for 50 weeks or more during
1955, A person is classified as having worked
at full-time jobs if he worked 35 hours or
more per week during a majority of the weeks
in which he worked during 1955.

Medians,--The median income is the amount
which divides the distribution into two equal
groups, one having incomes above the median,
and the other having incomes below the median.
The medians for total money income are based
on gll families and individuals. The medians
for wage or salary income, income from non-
farm self-employment, income from farm self-
employment, and income other than earnings are
based on the distributions of families and in-
dividuals having these types of income.

Percentages.--Percentages are shown as
calculated; therefore, they do not always add
up to exactly 100.0 percent. The totals, how-
ever, are always shown as 100,0 percent,

Base figures.--An estimate of the size of
the base (number of femilies or individuals)
of each percent distribution by income in 1955
is shown in most of the tables in this report.

The base figures are rounded to the nearest
thousand without being adjusted to group to-
tals, which are independently rounded.

SOURCE AND RELIABILITY OF
THE ESTIMATES

Source of data.--The estimates presented
in this report are based on data obtained in
connection with the monthly population sample
survey of the Bureau of the Census, The 1955
income statistics, collected in March 1956,
are based on a sample design instituted in
January 1954. This sample is spread over 230
sample areas comprising 453 counties and inde-
pendent cities in 47 States and the District
of Columbia.* Data on income were collected
from approximately 15,000 representative house-
holds, or about 75 percent of the households
included in the March 1956 survey.

Persons in the Tfollowing categories were
not included:

1. Members of the Armed Forces living
in barracks, etc., on military reservations.
(Members of the Armed Forces 1living off post

- or with their families on military reserva-

tions were included.)

2, Inmates of penal and mental insti-
tutions and homes for the aged, infirm, and
needy.

On approximately 5 percent of the 15,000
schedules, no information was recorded because
no interview could be obtained during the week
in which the enumeration was conducted. In
order to account for these schedules, the
weights assigned to other schedules for house-
holds of similar characteristics residing in
the same sample areas were increased accord-
ingly. In addition, complete income informa-
tion was not reported <for about 10 percent of
the households. Substitutions were not made
for these schedules, Punch cards which were
prepared from these schedules were included in
the tabulations which provided the base numbers
for families shown in the published tables.
The distributions by income levels for each
group, however, are based only on those cases

" which reported complete income information.

% Data for earlier years were based om a different
sample with the same number of households which were,
however, located in only 68 sample areas. .
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The estimating procedure used 1in +this
survey involved the inflation of weighted
sample results to independent estimates of the
civilian noninstitutional population of the
United States by age, color, and sex for March
1956, April 1955, and April 1954, and by age,
sex, and veteran status (for males) for ear-
lier years. The independent estimates for sur-
veys taken since April 1953, were based on
statistics from the 1950 Census of Population;
statistics of births, deaths, immigration, and
emigration; and statistics on the strength of
the Armed Forces, To these totals were added
the population in the Armed Forces living off
post or with their families on post. For the
years prior to April 1953, the independent es-
timates of the population were based on the
1940 Cengus data brought forward to the survey
month to take account of births, deaths, net
immigration, and aging of the population.

Reliability of the estimates.--Since the
estimates, except the Independent estimates
and complete census data mentioned above, are
based on sample data, they are subject to sam-
.pling variability. The following illustra-
tions, based on rough computations from the
new survey, indicate the order of magnitude
of the sampling errors for some typical sta-
tistics in March 1956,

0f the 9,920,000 families living in rural-
nonfarm areas, an estimated 13.8 percent had
incomes between $5,000 and $5,999 in 1955. The
standard error of the estimate of 13.8 percent
is roughly 0.7 percentage points, The chances

are about 68.out of 100 that the estimate from
the sample differs from the results which would
be obtained -from a complete census by less
than the standard error indicated above. The
chances are about 95 out of 100  that the dif-
ference would be less than twice the specified
sampling error and about 99 out of 100 +that
the difference would be less than 2% times the
error indicated.

The reliability of an estimated median
depends upon both the form of the distribution
and the size of the total on which it is based,
The median income for rural-farm families in
households was estimated to be $2,111 for the
year 1955, The chances are about 68 out  of
100 that the true median would fall within the
range of $2,027 to $2,193.

In addition to sampling variation, the
figures are subject to errors of response and
nonreporting, but the possible effect of such
errors 1is not included in the above measures
of reliability. In most cases the schedule
entries for income are based on memory rather
than on records, and in the majority . of im-
stances on the memory or knowledge of some one
person, usually the wife of the family head.
The memory factor in data derived = from field
surveys of income probably produces underesti-
mates, because the tendency -is to forget minor
or irregular sources of income. Other errors
of reporting are due to misrepresentation oxr
to misunderstanding as to the scope of the in-~
come concept.
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Table 1.--PLACE OF RESIDENCE--DISTRIBUTION OF FAMILIES AND UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS BY TOTAL MONEY INCOME, FOR THE UNITED STATES,
URBAN (BY SIZE OF PLACE) AND RURAL: 1955

O \D\ILOUI@\O

Urban

Total money income Total Urbanized areas Places not in urbanized areas mﬁﬁ:im Il?am'r;l

Total sotal || 1,000,000/250,000 to | nder tota1 || 250000 | tnger :
and over | 999,999 250,000 o and over | 25,000
42,843 27,612 19,973 (&3] (@) 1 7,639 (1) (1) 9,920 5,311
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
3.4 1.9 © 1.5 1.6 1.3 1.7 2.9 2.1 3.1 3.0 1.8
4.3 2.6 2.1 1.8 2.1 2.8 3.7 2.9 4.0 bl 13.0
4.9 3.6 2.8 2.7 3,2 2.6 5.5 4.6 5.8 4.8 12,0
4.9 3.8 3.4 2.9 s 3.6 4.5 2.9 5.0 4.6 11,2
5.5 4.7 4.3 3.7 4.3 5.6 5.6 4,2 6.1 5.8 9.0
5.5 5.2 45 4.2 4.7 5.0 6.7 6.7 6.7 5.3 7.9
. 14 7.2 6.7 6.1 8.2 6.3 8.4 6.8 8.9 8.4 6.5
$3,500 10 $3,99%.c0cccrccacanss 7.2 7.2 6.7 6.0 7.1 8.0 8.3 7.0 8.8 7.8 5.9
$4,000 10 $4,499. cceeetsrrnneranins 8.2 8.5 8.4 8.5 8.5 8.1 8.7 8.0 8.9 9.0 4.9
$4,500 to $4,999. . 7.3 7.8 7.8 7.5 8.2 8.2 7.8 7 7.9 7.9 3.8
. 12.7 13,8 %.9 15,1 13,6 15.9 11.1 11.3 11.0 13.8 5.5
. 9.5 10.7 11.0 11.4 10.8 10.4 9.8 12.2 9.0 9.9 2.6
. 12,9 15,7 17.3 18.4 16.6 15.9 11.7 15.2 10.6 10.2 4.0
. 4.8 5.9 6.6 7.8 5.6 4.8 4.3 7.5 3.2 3.6 1.6
. 0.9 1.0 1.1 1.4 0.9 0.9 0.7 1.3 0.5 1.0 0.4
. 0.5 0.5 0.6 0.8 0.4 0.3 0.4 0.6 0.5 0.1
$4,421 $4,840 $5,121 $5,331 $4,878 $4,884 $4,253 $4,824 $4,090 $4,328 $2,111
‘Bead Year-Round Full-Time Worker
Percent of totalec..ce.ecc... 66.6 66.7 67.4 68,1 65.5 68.2 64,7 70.6 62.3 65,2 68.9
Median INCOME...civeerennressecanss] $5,103 $5,612 $5,742 $5,954 $5,480 $5,599 $5,116 $6,157 $4,784 $4,967 $2,340
TNRELATED INDIVIDUALS
Total

NUBDer.sivsavecoensas 9,766 7,545 5,603 (&) [©) Q)] 1,942 (&) [©] 1,655 566
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
20.2 17.2 17.0 15.2 18.7| 20,1 18.0 19.3 17.6 26.2 bty

21.9 20,7 19.6 20,1 17.2 21.3 24,1 2.3 2%.9 27.4 21

12.5 12,7 1.7 9.7 15.2 13.0 15.4 15.7 15.2 10,9 13,

8.4 9.4 9.8 10.1 8.5 10.9 8.1 9.8 7.6 3.6 9.

7.8 8.6 9.0 9.6 9.0 7.4 7.5 9.8 6.7 6.2 2.

5.8 6.1 5.7 6.2 5.7 4.0 7.3 6.9 7.4 5.9 1

$3,000 t0 $3,499...00u0s . 7.1 7.5 7.4 7.7 7.3 6.6 7.8 4.3 8.8 6.8 1.

$3,500 £0 $3,99% e ternririeanaans 4.1 4.5 4.8 5.0 5.1 4.0 3.5 3.3 3.6 3.6 0.

$4,000 40 $4,499. ccneernoanacanens 4ol 4.1 4.9 5.6 3.9 4.1 1.8 1.6 1.9 5.4 | 0.

$4,500 t0 $4,999..... 2.1 2.5 2.8 2.8 2.4 3.4 L4 2.6 1.0 0.6 0.

$5,000 to $5,999..... 2.5 2.7 2.9 3.3 2.5 2.2 2.1 2.3 2.1 2.4 0.
$6,000 t6 $6,999... 1.8 2.1 2.4 2.5 2.5 1.6 1.3 1.0 1.4 0.8
$7,000 to $9,999. 1.0 1.2 1.1 1.0 1.7 . 0.3 1.4 2.0 1.3 0.2 0.6
$10,000 to $14,999 Ouh 0.4 0.6 0.6 0.3 0.8 0.2 0.3
$15,000 to $24,999. 0.2 0.1 0.1 -0.2 2.0
$25,000 and over... 0.2 0.2 0.2 -0.3 0.3 0.2 0.2
Median INCONE.....cevsercesncaioces| $1,316 $1,476 $1,587 $1,748 $1,464 $1,331 $1,256 $1,299 $1,247 $934 $628

Head Year-Round Full-Time Worker

Percent of t0t8l....cecsoeoseaanaass 38.8 41,5 43,6 47.9 40,0 3%,1 35.6 (2) 35,3 (2) (2)
Median INCONMB...ccceevessccacnnenss) $2,856 $2,940 $3,004 $3,063 B (&) $2,793 (3 *) (?) (2)

1 comparsble figures not available.
2 Percent and median not shown where there were fewer

than 100 cases in the sample reporting on income.
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Table 2,--COLOR AND REGION--DISTRIBUTTION OF FAMILIES AND UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS BY TOTAL MONEY INCOME, FOR THE UNITED STATES,
‘ URBAN AND RURAL: 1955~

. United States Nortt South
Total money income Northeast Central West
Total White Nonwhite . Total White Nomwhite
FAMILIES
United States
42,843 38,940 3,903 11,049 13,050 12,775 10,611 2,164 5,969
100.0 -180.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100,0
Under $500.......... 3.4 3.0 7.6 1.9 2.6 5.8 4.9 10.4 2.7
$500 to $99%...... .. 4.3 3.6 11.4 2.5 3.0 7.9 5.8 16.6 3,2
$1,000 to $1,499.. . 4.9 4.2 11.8 3.5 4.7 6.7 5.1 U 4.3
$1,500 to $1,999.. . 4.9 4.5 8.9 3.3 4.7 6.7 5.7 11.5 4.0
g $2,000 to $2,499.. . 5.5 5.1 9.5 4.2 4.8 7.5 6.7 1.3 4.9
ﬁ $2,500 to $2,999.. . 5.5 5.3 8,1, L5310 510 66l 63 8.3 4a5
$3,000 to $3,499.. . 7.4 7.1 10.2 7.7 i i ¥} 8.0 8.3 5.9
$3,500 to $3,999......... verseaes 7.2 7.2 7.0 8.6 6.7 5.8 6.0 4.6 8.6
i $4,000 40 $4,499..ciiiniiininnnaninn . 8.2 8.4 6.4 9.4 7.1 8.6 9.5 4.2 7.6
[} $4,500 to $4,999.... 73 7.6 4.7 8.4 &1 £ 5.8 6.4 3.1 6.9 .
$5,000 to $5,999.. 12.7 13.4 38 7 e Y 108 39 1.2
$6,000 1o $6,999.. 9.5 9.9 4.8 10.7 10.0 7.4 8.6 1.9 10.6
$7,000 to $9,999.. 12,9 13.9 3.1 4.0 4.9 9.0 10,6 | I P10 S 1 5 S
$10,000 to $14,999 4.8 5.3 BN Wl - SRRl - 26 I S | Za . 5.3
$15,000 to $24,999 0.9 1.0 0.6 1.1 0.9 1.0 1.3
$25,000 and over., 0.5 0.5 0.4 0.5 0.4 0.5 0.7
Median income... 94,421 $4,605 $2,549 $4, 74 $4,753 $3,586 34,079 $1,874 $4,812
Head year-round full-time
worker .
66.6 67.5 57.5 66.8 | 0.4 64.3 65.9 56.8 62.5
$5,103 $5,280 $3,226 $5,335 $5,392 $4,262 $4,570 $2,534 $5,647
Urban
NUmbeT ., eovevsn.. e ..thousands.. 27,612 2,786 2,826 8,691 8,306 6,375 5,149 1,226 4,240
Median inCOME.......cesns veeeas Seoes $4,840 $5,069 $3,118 $4,812 $5,295 $4,176 $4,563 $2,448 $5,112
Rural Nonfarm
NWIDET v evesns pererenens . .thousands.. 9,920 9,378 542 1,981 2,721 3,872 3,450 422 1,346
Median income........... ST $4,328 $4,451 $2,029 $4,578 $4,571 $4,108 $4,325 $1,980 $4,396
Rural Farm .
. .thousands, . 5,311 4,776 535 377 2,023 2,528 2,012 516 383
ereisneiirenaeaas ves $2,111 $2,339 $972 (@] $2,471 $1,667 $1,967 $948 $3,462
UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS
United States
Total
NULDET s o voeoennnuesnsnness thousands. . 9,766 8,352 1,414 2,591 2,831 2,449 1,728 721 1,895
Percentu...oo... vevereaes iraees 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Under $500.cuassiesaesss 20.2 18.7 28,5 20.6 - 19.0 27.8 23.7 11.7
$500 t0 $99%...... 21.9 21.4 247 20.6 26.1 2.8 22.9 1.1
$1,000 to $1,499.. - 12.5 12.3 13.3 11.4 11.3 10.4 9.0 18.2
$1,500 to $1,999.. 8.4 8.2 9.5 8.3 8.1 6.9 6.8 10.9
$2,000 to $2,499.. 7.8 7.7 9.1 8.8 6.6 9.2 10.7 6.8
$2,500 to $2,999 5.8 5.8 6.0 7.2 4.0 5.2 6.0 7.4
$3,000 to $3,499 7.1 7.6 4.2 8.6 6.8 4.8 6.0 8.1
$3,500 to $3,999.. 4.1 4.7 0.8 4.1 4.8 2.8 3.8 5.1
$4,000 to $4,499 4.1 4.5 1.9 3.1 5.0 1.5 2.1 T4
$4,500 to $4,999 2.1 2.3 0.6 2.1 2.1 1.1 1.4 3.0
$5,000 to $5,999.. 2.5 2.8 1.0 2.7 2.4 2.7 3.4 2.3
$6,000 16 $6,999.. 1.8 2.0 1.2 1.8 1.7 2.3 2.5
$7,000 to $9,999.. 1.0 1.1 0.2 0.4 1.5 0.8 1.1 1.3
$10,000 to $14,999 0.4 0.4 0.1 0.3 0.2 0.3 1.0
$15,000 to $24,999. 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.5 0.2
$25,000 and over.. 0.2 0.2 0.7 e
Median iNCOME...crvesasrevesrananases $1,316 $1,402 $935 $1,386 -$1,217 $948 $1,189 3712 $1,775
ri Head year-round full-time
¥ worker
Percent Of $0181.eeuscvorovrssnsrenes 38.8 38.6 39,4 42.4 38.7 33.8 33.1 35.5 39.3
Medien income............ $2,856 $3,064 [ - & $3,003 $2,822 $2,257 & & $3,504
Urban
NWHDET . e e vvsenenanssesss s Shousands. . 7,545 6,437 1,108 2,250 2,152 1,709 1,235 414 1,434
Median iNCOME.....cvuesessessecacceos $1,476 $1,571 $1,066 $1,496 $1,400 $1,300 $1,692 $823 $1,715
Rural Nonfarm
Number...veu. .thousands. . 1,655 1,452 203 282 481 523 351 172 369
Median income. 3934 $981 (1) &) $858 $734 1 ) $2,514
Rural Farm
HUIDET e osvesssesensssssss thousands., 566 463 103 59 198 27 142 75 92
Median iNCOMe. ... .eisroesesencannsan $628 $685 (©) Q)] ()] ) () 1) Q)]

1 Median not shown where there were fewer than 100 cases in the sample reporting on income.
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Table 3.--TYPE OF FAMILY--DISTRIBUTION OF FAMILIES AND UNREIATED INDIVIDUALS BY TOTAL MONEY INCOME, FOR THE UNITED STATES, URBAN AND RURAL: 1955

Families Unrelated individuals ‘
Male head
Total money income Married, wife present Female
Total Other head Total Male Female
Total Wife in Wife not marital
Total paid lebor in paid status
force labor force
UNITED STATES
Total R
NUDDET .. esuvenseanassns.. thousands. . 42,843 38,604 37,200 9,786 27,414 1,404 4,239 9,766 4,071 5,695
Percent.. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Under $500.. 3.4 2.6 2.5 1.0 3.0 476 11.1 20.2 14.9 23,9
$500 to $999 4.3 3.7 3.6 1.4 4.3 6.9 10.2 21.9 17.9 2.7
: $1,000 to $1,499. 4.9 4.2 4.2 2.3 4.9 4.9 1.4 12,5 11.7 13.0
$1,500 to $1,999, 4.9 bid bods 2.8 4.9 5.8 9.3 8.4 8.3 8.5
$2,000 to $2,499, 5.5 5.2 5.1 3.8 5.6 6.9 8.5 7.8 9.0 7.1
$2,500 to $2,999. 5.5 5.4 5.4 bob 5.7 5.7 7.0 5.8 7.3 4.8
$3,000 to $3,499, T4 7.4 7.4 5.7 8.0 6.4 7.7 7.1 6.8 7.2
$3,500 to $3,999. 7.2 7.2 7.3 6.2 7.6 6.4 6.3 4.1 5.5 3.2
$4,000 to $4,499. . 8.2 8.5 8.6 7.0 9.2 6.3 5.0 4.1 5.4 3.2
$4,500 to $4,999. . 7.3 7.6 7.6 7.0 7.9 7.6 44 2.1 4.0 0.7
$5,000 to $5,999. . 12.7 13.4 13.6 13.5 13.6 9.3 6.5 2.5 4.2 1.3
$6,000 to $6,999. . 9.5 10.2 10.2 1.2 8.7 10.4 3.2 1.8 2.7 1.1
$7,000 to $9,999... . 12.9 13.6 13.6 23.2 10.3 12.2 6.9 1.0 1.4 0.6
$10,000 to $14,999. . 4.8 5.1 5.1 6.5 4.7 5.0 2.1 0.4 0.6 0.2
$15,000 to $24,999. . 0.9 1.0 1.0 0.8 1.0 1.0 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.3
$25,000 804 OVETweuevrsossrosanaesnos 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.1 0.6 0.6 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2
Median income....iveeeeessasinasansen $4,421 $4,592 $4,599 $5,622 $4,326 $4,190 $2,471 $1,316 $1,831 $1,054
Head Year-Round Full-Time Worker
Percent of total, 66.6 70.9 71.6 7.1 AW 54.6 27.5 38.8 4d2 35.1
Median income.. $5,103 $5,165 $5,170 $6,212 $4,831 $5,138 $3,727 $2,856 $3,164 $2,705
URBAN .
Number......... 27,612 24,434 23,482 6,941 16,541 952 3,178 7,545 3,002 4,543
‘ Median iNCOME....svssvseneeacrnnenrass $4,840 $5,062 $5,068 $6,000 $4,756 $4,964 $2,775 $1,476 $2,074 $1,215
| RURAL NONFARM
NUMDET .. eessenuerassrssss. thousands. . 9,920 9,164 8,914 2,087 6,827 250 756 1,655 699
Median income... $4,328 $4,490 $4,506 $5,234 $4,333 (&) $1,872 $934 $1,446
RURAL FARM
NUTDET .+ osevesssenansessa..thousands, . 5,311 5,006 4,804 758 4,046 202 305 566 370 196
Median iNCOMe...evesiseereesnanananns $2,111 $2,168 $2,190 $3,371 $1,979 ) (1) $628 (1) &)

1 Median not shown where there were fewer than 100 cases in the sample reporting on income,

Table 4.--AGE OF HEAD--DISTRIBUTION OF FAMILIES AND UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS BY TOTAL MONEY INCOME, FOR THE UNITED STATES, URBAN AND RURAL: - 1955

Families Unrelated individuals
f Total money income Age of head (years) Age (years)
| Totel I 1 to| 25t0| 35t0] 45t0 | 55t0 | 65ana | L L 2 to | 25%0 | 35t0 | 4540 | 55 to | 65 ana
i 24 34 174 54 64 over 2% 34 A 54 64 over
UNITED STATES
Total
Number...vee...... thousands..] 42,843| 2,128] 9,152| 10,352 8,818 6,742] 5,651] 9,766 739] 1,086| 1,058| 1,671| 2,024| 3,188
Percent. 100.0ff 100.0| 100.0] 100.0| 100.0] 100.0] 100.0} 100.0{l 100.0| 100.0| 100.0| 100.0{ 100.0] .100.0
Under $500.. . 3.4 5.0 2.5 2.0 3.2 3.8 7.1 20.2 30.7 8.2 18.0 13.0 21,3 2.9 ¥
$500 to $999 . 4.3 3.3 2.4 2.4 3.4 5.5 11.8 21.9 10.6 13.7 13.4 15.5 15.0 36.7
$1,000 to $1,4 . 4.9 7.2 2.7 3.2 3.4 5.2 13.3 12,5 13.2 8.8 5.8 7.4 13,2(- . 17.2
$1,500 to $1,999. 4.9 6.1 4.0 2.6 3.7 5.2 1.8 8.4 9.3 6.4 8.3 7.4 10.6 8.0 |
$2,000 to $2,499... 5.5 9.4 - 4.9 3.8 4.7 5,7 9.2 7.8 7.9 13.9 7.5 11.3 8.1 4.3
$2,500 to $2,999, 5.5 11.1 5.7 4.7 4.5 5.5 6.4 5.8 6.9 10.6 10.6 7.3} .. 5.9 2.0 3
$3,000 to $3,499. . 7.4 12.4 8.4 8.1 5.8 7.0 5.3 7.1 12.2 1.6 12.3 9.7 7.1 1.9
$3,500 to $3,999. . 7.2 9.1 8.8 T 5.3 7.3 5.9 4.1 4.1 9.3 6.3 5.8 4.8 0.8
$4,000 to $4,499. . 8.2 10.2 10.7 8.8 7.7 6.4 47 4.1 2.6 4.6 5.5 10.9 3.9 0.8
$4,500 to $4,999, . 7.3 7.2 9.4 8.4 7.3 5.7 3.4 2.1 0.4 3.8 3.1 1.9 3.8 0.6
$5,000 to $5,999, . 12.7 9.1 16.2 15,7 114 1.1 6.3 2.5 2.0 4.2 4.0 5.4 2.0 0.7
$6,000 to. $6,999, . 9.5 4.6 11.1 11,5 10.6 8.3 4.0 1.8 3.6 1.7 2.8 2.4 0.7
$7,000 to $9,999... . 12.9 4.8 10.8 15.4 17,3 13.9 7.0 1.0 1.3 2.3 0.8 1.3 0.5
$10,000 to $14,999. . 4.8 0.2 1.8 4.8 9.2 6.9 2.5 0.4 vee 1.2 0.5 0.1 0.3
$15,000 to $24,999, . 0.9 0.5 0.8 1.4 1.6 0.7 0.2 . 0.3 0.2 0.4
$25,000 and over, . 0.5 0.4 0.9 0.8 0.6 0.2 0.4 0.3
Median income...... g 42l $3,319] $4,495) $4,917) $5,088| $4,375| $2,326] $1,316[] $1,330| $2,464| $2,300| ‘$2,296 $1,524 $842
Head Year-Round Full-Time
Worker
Percent of totaliueiesvsen.s 66.6 6l.5 79.1 77.8 74,1 62.5 23.7 38.8 36,8 63.4 65.7 55.7 47.6 10,9
Medion income.................l 5,103l $4,1751 34,9381 $5,3241 95,6001 34,003 ‘$3,701] 32,85 M1 ) (1 ¢3,1701 $2,702 ()]

1 Median not shown where there were fewer than 100 cases in the sample reporting on income.
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Table 4.--AGE OF HEAD--DISTRIBUTION OF FAMILIES AND UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS BY TOTAL ‘MONEY INCOME, FOR THE UNITED STATES, URBAN AND RURAL: 1955--Con.
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Families Unrelated individuals
Total money income Age of head (years) Age (years)
Total 14 to 25 to 35 ta 45 to 55 to | 65 and Total 14 to 25 to 35 to 45 to 55 to | 65 and
2% 34 bl 54 64 over 2% 34 44 54 64 over
URBAN
Number.............thousands..| 27,612 1,482| 5,912] 6,550 5,787( 4,429| - 3,452 7,545 600 924 g76| 1,311 1,567| 2,267
Median iNCOME.......oieseseses] $4,840| $3,505( $4,672] $5,205| $5,717| $5,061| $3,020| $1,476| $1,433] $2,437| $2,414| $2,231| $1,759 $915
RURAL NONFARM
Number....isssus.. thousands..| = 9,920 494 2,500| 2,616 1,865 1,257] 1,188 1,655 90 138 153 270 326 678
Median InCOMe.....uveevvsa-evs] $4,328] $3,2321 $4,505| $4,780| $4,75| '$3,993] $1,961 $934 () ()] ()] (&8} ] $712
RURAL FARM
Number.............thousands.. 5,311 152 740 1,186 1,166 1,056 1,011 566 49 24 29 20 11 243
Median iNCOme......coveressees] $2,111 (1)| $2,208| $2,748] $2,428] $2,072( $1,461 $628 (] (1) (O] ) (1) (Y
1 Median not shown where there were fewer than 100 cases in the sample reporting on income.
Table 5.--SIZE OF FAMILY--DISTRIBUTION. OF FAMILIES AND UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS BY TOTAL MONEY INCOME, FOR THE UNITED STATES,
URBAN AND RURAL: 1955 E
Tnrelated Femilies having specified number of related persons l’i(i!.::n
Total money income Total individa- . of
uals Total 2 3 4 5 6 7 or more family
UNITED STATES
Total
NUBDeT s e s varenns 52,609 9,766 42,843 | 13,921 9,770 8,955 5,251 2,520 2,426 3.27
Percentesiessearsianccnaacaas 100.0 100.9 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,00 100.0 e
Under $500.¢cccerevrccracscaassans 6.5 20.2 3.4 5.3 2.9 2.0 2.5 2.5 3.4 2.56
$500 to $999... 7.5 21.9 4.3 7.3 3.1 2.1 3.0 3.2 5.4 2.44
$1,000 to $1,499.... 6.3 12.5 4.9 7.8 4ub 3.1 2.5 3.3 5.4 2.50
$1,500 to $1,999. 5.5 8.4 4.9 7.0 L 2.8 3.7 3.6 6.6 2.7
$2,000 to $2,499. 5.9 7.8 5.5 7.7 5.1 3.5 4.1 5.0 6.0 2.77
$2,500 to $2,999. 5.6 5.8 5.5 6.1 5.4 bob 6.5 4.7 6.0 3.17
$3,000 to $3,499. 7.3 7.1 7.4 7 6.8 8.1 6.7 6.8 9.0 3.37
$3,500 to $3,999. 6.6 4.1 7.2 6.9 7.3 7.5 6.9 6.9 7.2 3.34
$4,000 to $4,499, 7.4 4.1 8.2 6.3 8.7 9.3 ‘8.2 12.2 8.4 3.56
$4,500 to $4,999.. 6.4 2.1 7.3 5.2 8.0 8.6 8.5 9.6 7.0 3.61
$5,000 to $5,999. 10.9 2.5 12.7 10.0 12.8 16.4 14.3 13.1 10.3 3.59
$6,000 to $6,999, 8.1 1.8 9.5 8.1 10.0 10.5 10.5 9.6 8.3 3.45
$7,000 to $9,999. 10.7 1.0 12,9 10.6 14.2 14.9 14,1 12.2 11.3 3.46
$10,000 to $14,999.... 4.0 0.4 4.8 3.0 5.7 5.5 6.0 6.2 4.8 3.64
$15,000 to $24,999,.... 0.8 0.2 0.9 0.8 0.8 0.9 1.7 0.6 0.6 3.59
$25,000 and OVer...sseevionocsannse 0.4 0.2 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.3 0.5 0.5 0.4 3.14
; . . .
Median inCOme...vvsvevevsoreassons $3,909 $1,316 $4,421 $3,601 $4,619 $4,919 $4,847 $4,59 | . $4,060 s
Head Year-Round Full-Time
Worker
Percent of totale.evevesessaacenss 61.8 38.8 66.6 5442 68.4 76.6 76.0 72.3 67.0 ven
Medisn INCOME..iveneereencerennsns $4,821 $2,856 $5,103 $4, 90! $5,221 $5,308 $5,258 $4,776 $4,342
URBAN
NUIDET s o viesas thousands. . 35,157 7,545 27,612 9,543 6,448 5,813 BER 1,414 1,223 3.16
Median income.. veeisieas $4,197 $1,476 $4,840 $4,035 $4,99 $5,257 $5,369 $5,112 $4,956 vee
RURAI. NONFARM
NUIDEY « vo o4 saasaisssssothousands. . 11,575 1,655 9,920 2,768 2,300 2,182 | 1,344 669 648 3.45
Median income..eovseviveacecsvnens $3,965 $934 $4,328 $3,325 $4,500 $4,829 $4,646 $4,551 $3,754 eee
RURAL FARM
Number......... «.s+.thousands. . 5,877 566 5,311 1,610 1,013 960 736 | 437 555 3.53
Median income.. T T L $1,937 $628 $2,111 $1,712 $2,148 $2,423 $2,592 $2,612 $2,157 e
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Table 6.—-NUMBER OF RETATED CHILDREN UNDER 18 YFARS OLD--DISTRIBUTION OF FAMILIES BY TOTAL MONEY INCOME, FOR THE UNITED STATES,

URBAN AND RURAL: 1955 .

Families having specified number of children under 18 years old Total
e oy trome | (0, ~ cuioes
None 1 | 2 3 4 5 6 or more | families®
UNITED STATES

Total
Numberseese.. ..thousands. . 42,843 17,627 8,648 8,347 4,411 2,055 916 839 56,157
Percenteceeecacescnccnceens 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Under $500.ccccccsrccscnsaceccsns 3.4 3.8 3.4 2.5 3.4 2.8 5.6 4.6 3.4
$500 to $999... vee 4.3 5.8 3.7 2.4 3.1 3.3 7.3 6.7 3.8
$1,000 to $1,499 wos 4.9 [ 4.6 3.2 3.3 4.5 3.6 8,6 4.3
$1,500 to $1,999 ves 4.9 6.0 4.1 3.5 3.8 5.0 5.9 8.8 4.7
$2,000 to $2,499.. cer 5.5 6.7 5.2 3.7 4.3 5.9 6.1 7.0 4.9
$2,500 to $2,999.. ces 5.5 5.9 5.2 4.6 7.3 5.5 6.7 6.4 5.8
$3,000 to $3,499.. oo Tl 6.6 7.2 8.5 7.1 7.3 12.9 9.1 8.2
$3,500 10 $3,99%cc0tccctcavecens 7.2 6.3 8.0 7.5 7.9 7.0 7.8 7.7 7.7
$4,000 t0 $4,49%..0c0cncircccnnan 8.2 6.2 8.9 9.7 9.4 12.1 7.3 9.1 9.6
$4,500 to $4,999.. . 7.3 5.7 7.7 8.7 8.8 10,5 5.9 7.0 8.4
$5,000 to $5,999,. « 12,7 10.0 13.4 17.1 4.0 12.7 12.0 8.3 13.8
$6,000 to $6,999.. . 9.5 8.9 10.3 10.3 9.2 9.3 7.5 7.5 9.4
$7,000 to $9,999.. . 12,9 1.4 12.3 12.6 13,2 10.0 7.3 6.1 11.2
$10,000 to $14,999.. eettesnsen 4.8 5.6 4.9 4.7 3.7 3.1 2.8 2.2 3.9
$15,000 to $24,999.. crseneas 0.9 1.1 0.7 0.9 1.1 0.6 0.8 .es 0.8
$25,000 and OVETr.csecenccccccsann 0.5 0.6 0.4 0.2 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.6 0.4
Median INCOME..euaseeesoraranaasn $4,421 $4,218 $4,483 $4,753 $4,523 $4,360 $3,622 $3,434 $4,375

Head Year-Round Full-Time

Worker
Percent Of t0tal.ceccssceccccaaes 66.6 56.3 72.0 75.8 77.0 73.3 63.0 71.3 73.5
Median iNCOME..eesveeencsonvennes $5,10: $5,442 $5,005 $5,162 $4,965 $4,607 $4,203 $3,865 $4,813

URBAN
NUMDET,essssevanseas. thousands..| 27,612 12,047 5,577 5,400 2,660 1,141 408 379 33,255
Median INCOMe......eeesecsasccaes $4,840 $4,786 $4,802 $5,061 $4,920 $4,660 $4, 4% $4,284 $4,82%

RURAL NONFARM
Namber,cveevecoaness o . thousands. . 9,920 3,430 2,166 2,073 1,169 558 279 245 14,812
Median iNCOME....eessrenreranasas $4,328 $3,780 $4,507 $4,703 $4,437 $4,461 () (? $4,338
RURAL FARM

NUBber.cssseeeeeesqssothousands.. 5,311 2,150 905 874 582 356 229 215 8,090
Median income... cessscesanes $2,111 $1,906 $2,253 $2,354 $2,557 $2,346 (&3] Q) $2,204

1 pistributed by income levels of their families.
2 Mpdian not shown where there were fewer than 100 cases in the sample reporting on income.




Table 7.--NUMBER OF EARNERS--DISTRIBUTION OF FAMILIES AND UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS BY TOTAL MONEY INCOME, FOR THE UNITED STATES,
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URBAN AND RURAT:

Total money income

Families

Unrelated individuals

Families having specified number of earners

Non-
Total Total Earners earners
‘ None 1 2 3 or more
UNITED STATES
Total
NUIDET 4 < s vaesaanasess .o thousands. . 42,843 2,604 21,791 14,390 4,058 9,766 6,206 3,560
PETCENb . sesesinnsecnnscssnnnan 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Under $500,.ccsccssecscrsocanvorsene 3.4 18.3 3.2 1.6 1.8 20.2 9.7 38,9
$500 to $999.... 4.3 19.1 4.3 2.3 1.9 21.9 14.6 35.0
$1,000 to $1,499. 4.9 214 4.5 3.2 2.5 12.5 11.6 14.0
$1,500 to $1,999. 4.9 16.7 5.2 2.9 2.6 8.4 10.3 5.1
$2,000 to $2,499. 5.5 8.3 6.4 bib 2.9 7.8 10.9 2.3
$2,500 to $2,999. 5.5 i 6.6 4.8 3.2 5.8 8.5 0.9
$3,000 to $3,499. 7.4 3.5 9.4 6.0 4.0 7.1 10.5 0.9
$3,500 10 $3,999.uucecerensasnccney 7.2 2.2 9.0 6.3 3.3 4.1 6.2 0.4
$4,000 10 $4;499... . 8.2 0.9 10.1 7.4 5.6 4.1 6.1 0.5
$45500 to $4,999. 7.3 0.7 8.2 7.6 5.5 2.1 3.1 0.1
$5,000 to $5,999... 12.7 1.1 13,7 14.0 10.6 2.5 3.6 0.6
$6,000 to $6,999... 9.5 0.8 7.3 13.6 12.3 1.8 2.6 0.3
$7,000 to $9,999... 12.9 1.5 7.6 19.4 26.1 1.0 1.4 0.2
$10,000 to $14,999... 4.8 0.4 2.9 5.4 16.0 0.4 0.4 0.2
$15,000 to $24,999.... 0.9 0.6 1.0 0.7 1.7 0.2 0.2 0.2
$25,000 ANA OVETeevrensaossaisensnns 0.5 0.1 0.7 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.3
Median INCOME.seeeesessscsorennnnsan $4,421 $1,294 $4,069 $5,250 $6,496 $1,316 $2,174 $659
Head Year-Round Full-Time
Worker
Percent of total... 66.6 2.2 70,2 71.5 7.2 38.8 56.5 4,8
Median iNCOME..eseesaessorosansonane $5,103 ) $4,486 $5,745 $6,89 $2,85 $2,979 (€9
URBAN
NUIDET . e e e assvesanonsssathousands, . 27,612 1,739 13,467 9,838 2,568 7,545 4,853 2,692
Medial INCOME..esvossssqrencssassons $4,840 $1,445 $4,362 $5,701 $7,495 $1,476 $2,303 $694
HURAL NONFARM
NUIDET s v sesasnseesenss . thousands.. 9,920 573 5,491 3,010 846 1,655 981 67
Median iNCOme...ecessesvosssncanssons $4,328 $1,076 $4,154 $4,993 $5,639 $934 $1,940 $614
RURAIL FARM
NUIDET 4 v s asevoeesenansss thousands.. 5,311 292 2,833 1,542 A 566 372 194
Median income $2,111 &) $1,920 $2,663 $2,849 $628 $881 ()]

1 Median not shown where there were fewer than 100 cases in the sample reporting on income,



Table 8.--OCCUPATION OF HEAD--DISTRIBUTION OF FAMILIES BY TOTAL MONEY INCOME, BY MAJOR OCCUPATION GROUP OF HEAD IN MARCH 1956, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1955
N

Heads employed as civilians in March 1956
In Armed
Heads Forces
Professional, technical, Managers, officials, and Crafts— Service unem-~ or
Total money income Total Tg;:l and kindred workers Fﬁrs proprietors, exc. farm Clerical men, 253‘::' Private | workers, {:fm L:zgxe‘;is, b 1’;“" ed l{::win
ployed farm ki::gd a Sai:s fcreénen, and Eoi?e- ex;}z]azte borers farm March force
civil- sef- | o | mena- Self- [ oo Ko | TS oedeq | Kindred riers | Ttonees | and [ and 1956 | in March
ians Total em- r; d- gers Total em- : g_ workers workeis workers | WO hola  |foremen | ‘mine 19561
ployed € Pployed rie
TOTAL
Number.......thousands,.| 42,843( 35,132 3,329 598| 2,731 3,013 4,950 2,772 2,178 2,467 1,99 6,889 7,365 267 2,066 531 2,261 1,075 6,636
Percenteeeseessess 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0|  100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0|  100.0 100.0| 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0
3.4 2.3 0.4 0.6 0.3 15.0 1.7 3.0 1.0 0.9 0.2 1.0 %) 0.6 9.1 2,0 4.9 8.9
4.3 2.7 0.3 0.9 0.2 14.6 1.2 1.8 0.5 0.8 0.5 0.7 0.9 (?) 1.7 14,0 5.0 6.9 12.3
4.9 3.3 0.8 1.5 0.7 12.2 1.9 2.6 1.1 1.8 1.8 0.8 2.2 (2) 43 15.3 6.2 8.6 12.8
4.9 3.5 1.0 3.8 0.5 10.7 2.3 3.9 0.3 1.1 2.2 1.7 3.3 (%) 5.0 10.6 6.2 7.8 11.5
5.5 4.6 1.0 0.9 1.0 9.9 3.2 5.1 0.9 2.5 2.3 2.1 4.8 (2) 8.6 19.2 9.2 12.1 9.0
5.5 5.2 2.4 3.5 2.2 8.7 4.3 5.6 2.6 46 2.8 2.9 6.0 (2) 7.0 7.8 10.5 11.3 6.5
7.4 7.5 3.8 2.0 442 6.0 42 5.5 2.5 9.0 5.5 7.1 9.8 (2) 9.2 5.2 13.7 8.8 6.7
7.2 T 46 1.5 5.2 4.8 4.9 6.1 3.3 10.6 6.1 6.2 9.6 ) 11.7 5.4 10.9 8.7 5.6
$4,000 to $4,499.. 8.2 8.6 6.5 3.5 7.0 3.8 5.4 6.3 4.2 10.3 7.3 11.3 11.1 (2) 9.9 2.1 7.7 11.0 5.6
34,500 to $4,999 7.3 8.1 5.5 2.9 6.0 3.4 5.9 5.3 6.6 11,1 8.9 10.3 10.8 (2) 8.8 3.6 5.0 3.0 3.9
5,000 to $5,999 . 12.7 1ho4 16.5 8.4 18.0 3.7 14,3 1.2 18.0 15.3 13.4 20.5 16.0 (2) 12.8 ‘3,1 7.8 4.9 5.4
6,000 to $6,999.. . 9.5 10.9 16.1 9.3 17.3 2.0 11.1 9.8 12.7 12.8 15.0 14.0 10.3 (2) 8.8 2.6 7.8 2.6 3.0
7,000 to $9,999.. . 12,9 1.4 24,6 17,7 25,9 2.9 21.6 14.8 29.9 4.5 19,3 17.2 11,8 (2) 8.8 1.0 6.8 7.9 6.1
10,000 to $14,999 . 4.8 5.5 12.3 25,3 10.0 1.3 12.6 12.8 12.4 4a2 10.6 4.7 2.2 () 2.7 0.5 1.2 1.3 2.1
15,000 to $24,999 . 0.9 1.0 3.0 12.8 1.2 0.7 3.2 2.9 3.5 0.4 2.5 0.3 0.2 (3} 0.5 0.5 !
25,000 and over.. . 0.5 0.5 1.2 5.5 0.4 0.3 2.5 3.3 1.5 0.8 (?) 0.1 0.3 0.2 k&
Median incomessessencces| $4,421|1 $4,802( 86,447 $8,808| $6,272] $1,883( $6,063]| $5,429 $6,787) 44,874 $5,873]  $5,327] $4,560 ()| $4,09| $2,026] $3,398] $2,020| 2,250 !
HEAD YEAR-RCUND
FULL-TIME WORKER
Percent of totalssess... 66.6 79.2 84.5 68.6 87,5 84.7 87.6 83.7 92.7 85.3 81.6 77.6 4.5 (?) b () 66.4 20.6 (2)
Median income..esoseens|  $5,103f  $5,100| $6,772 (®){ $6,568| $1,902| $6,395|[ $5,821| 46,886 $5,154| $6,145| $5,616] $4,803 ()| $4,423 ()]  $3,646 2) (3)

: Includes about 800,000 families headed by members of ‘the Armed Forces living off post or with their families on military reservations.
Pe; re were fewer than 100 cases in the ‘sample reporting on income.

3 Comparable figures not available,




Table 9,-~INDUSTRY OF HEAD--DISTRIBUTION OF FAMILIES EY TOTAL MONEY INCOME, BY MAJOR INDUSTRY GROUP OF HEAD IN MARCH 1956, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1955

Heads employed as civilians in Merch 1956
In Armed
Heads Forces
Trans- unem-~ or
Agricul- N Enter- .
mone: portation Finance s Profes- ployed not in
Total v income Total e;fr;{:;ed fo::::’ Con=- Menufa cc:qrrmuni-J Whole=- Retail i.nsur-’ Euaigess Personal ta:zx:;en‘b sional Public in labor
eivila and s Mining strue- turd o= cation, sale trade ance, repair serv- recre~ and adminig- March force
tion g and other trade and real e ices related tration 1956 in March
ians fish- < gervices ation 1
eries public estate services services 1956
utilities
TOTAL
NUEDET o ssessss thousands,. | 42,843 35,132 3,751 623 2,855 10,648 3,381 1,693 | 4,527 1,154 1,069 1,165 184 2,338 1,744 1,075 6,636
Percentsieeessecscnes 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 160.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,90 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
34 2.3 13.3 0.4 0.8 0.7 0.2 0.9 2.5 0.7 1.0 3.5 (2) 046 0.5 4.9 8.9
43 2.7 14.2 2.2 2.5 0.7 Q0.2 0.7 1.3 0.4 1.8 8.1 (2) 2.2 “ee 6.9 12.3
449 3.3 12,6 2.2 2.7 1.8 1,2 1.6 2.1 1.8 1.4 11.7 (3) 2.8 0.6 8.6 12.8
4.9 3.5 10.3 5.4 3.7 1.9 2.1 0.4 bobe 1.6 5.4 8.3 (%) 1,9 0.9 7.8 11.5
5.5 446 11.2 2,2 3.7 3.1 3.4 3.1 5.6 3.1 649 8.1 | (2) 4.0 2.1 12.1 9.0
5.5 5.2 8.5 2.7 4,7 4ol 42 545 6.2 5.0 8.3 7.7 (2). 5.0 2.5 1.3 6.5
Tl 7.5 6.0 8.5 11.7 6.9 8.2 6.9 7.9 7.6 12.3 7.1 (?) 6.5 a2 8.8 6.7
7.2 Tl 5.2 7.8 7.7 7.3 7.9 9.2 7.0 6.9 8.6 8.2 ) 6.7 10.2 8.7 5.6
N 8.2 8.6 3.6 9.8 10.1 9.9 10.1 8.9 8.2 5.6 6.1 8.3 () 8.2 10.7 11.0 5.6
7.3 8.1 3.7 14,1 7.5 8.9 10.2 6.8 9.4 644 6.9 4.2 (2) 7.7 10.6 3.0 3.9
12.7 144 3.6 19.7 14.2 17.6 17.1 15.2 13.7 9.0 11.6 94 (2) 13.8 19.7 4.9 5.4
9.5 10.9 2.5 12.5 10.7 12.5 13.8 15.2 10.8 11l.3 10.7 4.8 (2) 10.1 14.7 2.6 3,0
12.9 144 3.0 8.5 13.0 17.3 17.0 15.0 13.9 23.6 11.6 7.2 (2) 18.2 16.3 7.9 6.1
4.8 5.5 1.4 3.1 4.9 6.1 3.7 8.4 5.8 11.4 5.4 2.9 (3) s 6.7 1.3 2.1 '
0.9 1.0 0.7 1.6 0.8 0.5 1.1 0.9 2.5 1.0 0.4 (?) 3.6 0.2 0.5
25,000 and OVeTesecosavess. 0.5 0.5 0.3 0.7 0.5 [J) 0.1 1.1 0.3 3.0 1.1 0.3 ) 1.3 s 0.3 0.2 o
)
Median INCOME..essessasases| $4,421 $4,802 $1,981 | $4,812 $4,660 $5,267 $5,135 $5,395 $4,755 $6,168 $4,352 $3,183 (2) $5,319 $5,391 $2,929 $2,250
HEAD YEAR-ROUND
FULL-TIME WORKER
Percent of tot8leeesses 66.6 79.2 80.8 65,5 ' 60.9 80.4 82.1 87.2 8L.1 84.0 80.1 66,1 (?) 5.4 93.3 2056 (;)
Median income....eeaees $5,103 $5,109 $2,030 (] $5,279 $5,59 $5,316 $5,667 $5,102 $6,748 $4,908 $3,506 (®).]  $5,462 $5,583 ) )

; Includes about 800,000 femiliea headed by members of the Armed Forees 1iw}ix1g off post or with their families on military reservations.
Percent and medien not shown where there were fewer than 100 cases in the sample reporting on income.
3 Comparable figures not available.



Teble 10,--SOURCE OF INCOME--DISTRIBUTION OF FAMILIES BY TOTAL MONEY INCOME, FOR THE UNITED STATES, URBAN AND RURAL: 1955

Earnings cnly Farnings end income other than earnings
Self-employment * Wages or salary and self- Self-employment income
income only employment income and other inccme Wages
. . y & Other
lages salary, incomes
Total money income Totall Vages . Wages or Wages or or Nenfarm Farm self- no ’
or Nonfarm Farm salery selary salary self- gelf- anploy-
Total salary . . self- gelf- and and Total and employ- employ- ment earnings
only 2 employ- employ- 3 nonfarm farm other 4 ment ment income
Total! ment ment Total selfe self- inoome Total income {ncome and ’
income income employment| employment and and other
only only income income other other income
only only income income
UNITED STATES
All familieSesesssensa 100,0 66,0 51.9 5.9 3,3 2.5 8+2 4.0 3.9 27,9 20.7 3.4 1.9 1.3 3.8 5.3
Under $500usssaseeccenenes 100.0 53.3 14.3 23.7 4.7 18.2 15.3 2.7 11.9 K.2 4.6 5.8 1.8 3.8 3.9 946
100.0 45.7 22.5 9.4 2.1 7.1 13.7 2.0 11.6 2745 15.0 7.8 1.9 5.5 4.6 26.9
100.0 45.2 26.7 7.8 2.4 5.2 10.8 0.8 9.8 28, 16.9 6.7 2.1 bl 4.8 26.4
100.0 50,7 30.9 2.0 3.1 5.2 10.7 2.1 749 28.5 17.5 7.9 3.9 3.8 3.1 20.8
100,0 60.6 42,6 8.2 3.1 4.7 9.8 3.5 549 30.2 21.0 5.1 245 2.4 441 9.2
100,0 66,9 50.2 7.1 3.7 2.9 9.6 3.8 5.2 28.3 20,9 3.3 14 1.7 441 4.8
100.0 72.2 60,5 51 2.9 2.0 6.6 3.5 3.0 25.0 20,7 1.8 1.0 0.7 2.5 2.9
3,99% cecescnsna 100.0 72.6 60.5 4,1 3.5 0.6 8.0 3.5 4.1 25.5 20.9 1.9 1.3 0.6 2.8 1.9
4,000 10 $4,49%.c0000nsas 100,0 o6 64.4 4.6 3.2 1.3 5.7 341 2.4 24.7 20,1 1.7 1.3 04 2.9 0.7
4,500 to $4,999. 100.0 7.7 63.2 2.6 2.0 0.6 6.9 4.0 2.8 26.7 22.2 1.6 0.7 0.7 2.8 0.6
5,000 to $5,999. 100.0 73.5 63,7 3.2 2.5 0.6 6.6 4.3 2.2 25.9 2L.2 1.8 14 0.3 2.9 0.5
6,000 to $6,999, 100.0 72.0 61.9 3.2 2.6 0.6 6.9 5.1 1.3 27.4 22.3 1.6 1.4 0.1 3.5 0.5
7,000 to $9,999. 100,0 67.9 58.2 3.2 2.6 0.5 6.5 5.4 0.9 314 245 2.1 1.8 0.2 4.8 0.7 ©
10,000 to $14,999. . 100.0 59.2 41.1 8.6 7.8 0.5 9.5 8.6 0.8 40.2 27.9 5.0 4.6 0.1 7.3 ‘0.6
15,000 and overesesssssss 100.0 47.3 ‘18,9 18.9 6.5 2.4 9.5 8.5 1.0 49.8 21.6 - 18.0 14,3 1.0 10.2 2.9
Median incamessssssesiaess $4,421 $4,562 84,764 $3,111 $4,544 $1,587 $3,821 $5,444 $2,244 $4,657 $4,772 $2,954 $4,981 $1,622 $4,778 $1,445
URBAN
All families, 100,0 65,6 57.3 3.6 34 0,1 4.7 44 0.3 28,1 234 2.3 2.0 0,2 2.4 5.6
Median income.. $4.,840 $4,989 $4,950 $4,62 $4,716 %) $5,556 $5,648 (%) $5,172 $5,059 84,878 $5,000 *) $6,72 $1,586
FURAL NONFARM
All familieS.eeecsavnsas 100,0 87.2 . 55.6 4.9 4.0 0.8 6.7 4.8 1.7 27.0 20.6 3.2 2.5 0.4 3.2 4.9
Median iNCOMEs.esesessesss $4,328 $4,462 $4,482 $4,202 $4,673 (%) $4,34 $4,9% (*) $4,519 $4,349 ) (%) (®) ®) $1,24:
RURAL FARM
All femilieS.vesernnaaas 100.0 65.6 174 19.6 1,3 17.2 28.6 “1.0 26.1 28.9 7.6 9.5 0,5 8.3 11.9 4.8
Median income., . $2,111 $2,214 $2,902 $1,639 ) $1,491 $2,234 %) $2,120 $2,241 $2,775 $1,622 %) $1,503 $2,780 )

; Includes a relatively small nuuber of familiea reporting no money income, not shown separately.

5 Includes a relatively small number of families reporting both farm and nonfarm self-employment income, not shown separately.

i Includes a relatively small number of femiliee reporting income from veges or salary, and from both nonfarm and farm self-employment, not shown separately.

e Includes a relatively small number of familles reporting income other than earnings and both nonfarm and farm self-employment income, not shown separately.
Medien not shown where there were fewer than 100 cases in the sample reporting on income.
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Table 11,~--TOTAL INCOME, 1944 TO 1955--DISTRIBUTION OF FAMILIES AND UNRELATED (X.iVIDUALS IN HOUSEHOLDS BY TOTAL MONEY INCOME,
RURAL

FOR THE UNITED STATES, URBAN AND
(The figures in this table are limited to families and individuals Iiving in dwelling units only, to facilitate historical comparisons. The small number
of families and individuals residing in hotels, lodginghouses, and similar places are excluded here) )

Total money income 1955 1954 1953 1952 1951 1950 1949 1948 1947 1946 1945 1944

FAMILIES AND UNRELATED
INDIVIDUALS

United States

Percent., . 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0

Under $500... 6.2 7.5 7.6 7.0 7.8 9.4 9.4 7.9 8.4 &) 10.0 1.9

$500 to $999. 7.2 7.4 6.7 7.5 T4 8.4 9.1 8.3 8.4 (1 9.5 1.3

$1,000 to $1,499. 6.3 6.3 5.7 6.5 5.9 6.9 7.9 8.0 8.7 (1) 9.1 1.5

' $1,500 to $1,999. 5.6 5.9 5.5 6.1 6.5 7.3 7.9 7.8 © 9.0 (Y 12.0 10.6
: $2,000 to $2,499. 5.8 5.8 6.3 7.1 7.9 9.0 10.2 10.2 11.0 (1) 12.4 1.2
$2,500 to $2,999. 5.5 6.4 6.2 7.2 7.6 8.5 9.8 9.6 9.9 (1 11.5 9.5

$3,000 to $3,499. 7.4 7.3 7.6 9.2 9.5 10.7 10.1 10.7 10.1 (1 9.3 9.4

$3,500 to $3,999. 6.7 T 7.6 8.2 9.0 8.1 7.8 8.1 7.5 3 6.0 6.7

. $4,000 to $4,499. T 7.5 7.6 7.2 8.1 6.9 5.9 6.7 6.0 &) 5.0 4,2
$4,500 to $4,999, 6.4 6.3 6.4 6.4 5.7 5.0 4.5 4.7 4.2 (1 3.4 3.7

$5,000 to $5,999. 1.1 10.4 11.3 10.2 9.3 7.7 6.8 7.1 6.7 (1) 5.3 4.1

$6,000 to $9,999. 19.1 16.7 16.7 %.0 12.3 9.3 8.3 8.5 7.7 &) 5.3 4.2

$10,000 814 OVET.saaresasossssossrans 5.3 4.9 4.6 3.5 3.1 2.8 2.3 2.5 2.5 (1) 1.3 1.6

Median INCOME.suseereneeesrnareecnes| $3,948 | $3,730 | $3,780 | $3,467 | $3,368 | $3,025 | $2,783 | $2,909 | $2,727 (1) | $2,279 | $2,209

Urban end Rural Nonfarm
Median iNCOME...esesaeseeseceeceeeees] $4,195 | $3,949 | $3,081 | 3,611 | $3,546 | $3,188 | $2,989 | $3,101 [ $2,900 | $2,659 | $2,595 | $2,410

Rural Farm
Medish INCOME.eeeseesereoansorneneoes| $1,937 | $1,803 | $1,926 | $2,001 | $1,953 | $1,790 | $1,462 | $1,861 | $1,781 (2) | $1,291 | $1,157
FAMILIES

United States

Percentsscececsecetcnncarsonanans 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Under $500.00000e veseeee 3.4 4.6 4.7 4.1 4od 5.8 5.9 4.8 4.3 () 5.8 7.5
$500 to $999... 4.3 4.2 3.9 4,h 4.8 5.7 6.2 5.8 6.4 (Y 7.7 9.5
$1,000 to $1,499. 5.0 5.6 4.9 5.3 5.3 6.2 7.2 7.1 7.8 (1) 8.4 10.2
$1,500 to $1,999. 4.9 5.4 5.0 5.5 6.1 7.0 7.6 74 8.8 (1) 12.1 10.4
$2,000 to $2,499. 5.5 5.5 5.7 6.7 7.6 9.0 10.2 10.4 11.3 (&) 13.0 11.7
$2,500 to $2,999. 5.5 6.4 6.0 7.5 7.8 8.9 10.4 10.1 10.7 1) 12.5 10.6
$3,000 to $3,499. 7.4 7.6 7.6 9.8 9.9 11.6 11.2 11.6 1.4 (1) 10.3 11.0
$3,500 t0 $3,999..ci.iirenncicnccones 7.2 7.9 8.2 8.8 9.8 2.0 8.8 9.1 8.3 ()] 7.0 7.9
$4,000 10 $4,49%.0euciiaroccnvaserane 8.1 8.4 8.6 8.2 9.2 7.9 6.8 7.6 6.9 (69} 5.8 5.0
$4,500 to $4,999. 7.3 7.2 7.3 7.2 6.4 5.7 5.3 5.4 4.8 (1) 3.9 4.3
$5,000 to $5,999. 12.7 11.9 13.2 11.9 10.8 2.0 7.8 8.1 7.7 (&) 6.1 5.0
$6,000 to $9,999. 22,4 19.6 19.8 16.6 14.4 11.0 9.8 9.8 8.9 (L) 6.1 5.1
$10,000 and OVeTrscecvescevrcscssesaes 6.2 5.8 5.4 4.2 3.6 3.2 2.6 2.8 2.7 () 1.4 1.8
Median INCOME.cosscscnresvaronescaces| $4,420 $4,167 $4,233 $3,889 $3,714 $3,319 $3,107 $3,190 $3,033 (G $2,621 $2,533

Urban and Rural Nonfarm
Median IRCOME.euevarerercaransocoeses] $4,705 | 84,406 | $4,462 | 84,111 | $3,913 | $3,497 | $3,324 | $3,391 | $3,207 | $2,981 | $2,857 | $2,794

Rural Farm
Median 1nCOME...sessseecossesveneeers| $2,107 | $1,968 | $2,131 | $2,226 | $2,131 | $1,970 | $1,587 | $2,034 | $1,958 (1) | $1,410 | $1,272

UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS

United States

Percent. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

4 Under $500. . 19.9 21.9 21.7 20,2 25.5 28.1 27.1 26.0 31.0 ) 34.2 31.6
$500 to $999. . 22.1 23.5 20.6 21.6 21.2 22.2 23.6 22,9 19.7 (¥) 19.7 19,2
$1,000 to $1,49 . 12.9 10.2 9.7 12,3 9.0 10.5 11.0 13.0 13.4 [€9) 13.6 17.3
$1,500 to $1,999 . 8.9 8.4 8.1 9.1 9.0 9.0 9.5 10.0 10.5 (1) 11.6 11.3
$2,000 to $2,499 . 7.5 7.5 9.7 9.3 9.4 9.3 9.9 9.4 9.3 (1) 8.9 9.1
b $2,500 to $2,999 . 5.5 6.8 A 5.9 6.6 6.3 6.9 6.1 5.5 (1) 5.5 4.6
$3,000 to $3,499 . 7.3 5.9 7.7 6.6 7.2 5.7 4.5 5.5 3.3 () 3.4 2.6
$3,500 to $3,999 . 4.1 5.0 4.8 | 5.4 4.6 3.5 2.8 2.4 2.7 () 0.6 1.5
$4,000 to $4,499 . 3.5 3.1 2.9 2.6 2.6 2.0 1.9 1.5 1.1 (1) 0.3 0.9
$4,500 to $4,999 . 2.1 1.9 2.5 2.4 1.5 11 0.4 1.1 0.8 (1) 0.7 0.7
$5,000 to $5,999..... . 2.7 3.0 2.2 2.1 1.8 1.0 1.4 0.8 0.9 (1) 0.3 0.4
$6,000 to $9,999.. . . 3.0 2.0 1.7 2.0 1.3 0.9 0.7 0.8 0.8 (1) 0.8 0.5
$10,000 and OVETeorterensrasavssnnacs 0.8 0.7 1.1 0.5 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.4 1.0 (1) 0.3 0.4
Median dNCOME..eeeerersnravsonaen $1,310 | $1,225 | $1,397 | $1,332 | $1,180 $992 $984 | $1,042 $983 (. $899 $979
Urban and Rural Nonfarm
Medlan INCOMEsessvarsosnsasaersseeees]| $1,371 | $1,312 | $1,489 | $1,420 | $1,285 | $1,079 | $1,042 | $1,148 | $1,077 [ $1,105 $976 | $1,057
Rural Farm 7]
Median iNCOME.eseecssresessvsansonees $635 $583 $589 $665 $733 $532 $500 $533 $582 ) $40L $461

1 Comparable figures not available,
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Table 12.--TYPE OF INCOME--DISTRIBUTION OF FAMILIES AND UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS BY WAGE OR SALARY INCOME, NONFARM SELF-EMPLOYMENT INCOME,
FARM SELF-EMPLOYMENT INCOME, AND INCOME OTHER THAN EARNINGS, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1955

Wage or salary income

Nonfarm self-employment income

Income . . <
Families and Families and
unrelated Families Jrmelabed unrelated Femilies nrelated
individuals i individuals v 8
TOTAL
NUDDET s s s seensasecsassnenssosssnnsnsansass thousands,. 52,609 42,843 9,766 52,609 42,843 9,766
Number with specified type of income,......thousands.. 41,545 35,962 5,583 5,567 5,103 464
Percent of those with specified type of income.. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Under $500..uteteaearscsnsssnscnaonencnanens 6.8 5.8 13.4 .20.5 19.2 34,0
$500 to $999.... 5.4 4.1 14.0 7.8 7ot 12.3
$1,000 to $1,499. 4.9 4.1 9.8 5.6 5.2 9.6
$1,500 to $1,999. 4.8 4,1 9.5 6.5 6.0 12.3
$2,000 to $2,499. 6.1 5.3 10.9 6.5 ~6.7 4.6
$2,500 to $2,999. 5.9 5.5 8.8 4.6 4.7 3.1
$3,000 to $3,499. 8.5 8.1 10.8 5.6 5.8 2.8
$3,500 to $3,999. 7.6 7.7 6.9 4.5 4.8 1.9
$4,000 t0 $4,499.vencnrnis . 8.3 8.7 6.0 5.6 5.6 4.9
$4,500 to $4,999. . 7.1 7.7 3.1 3.5 3.6 2.8
$5,000 to $5,999. . 11.8 13,1 3.3 7.2 7.5 4.0
$6,000 to $6,999. 8.2 9.2 2.0 4.5 4.7 2.5
$7,000 to $9,999. 11.1 12.6 1.2 6.9 74 1.2
$10,000 to $14,999. 3.1 3.5 .3 6.6 7.1 1.5
$15,000 to $24,999. .. 0.4 0.5 0,1 2.4 2.4 2.5
$25,000 AN OVETvaaastrencacrsscascocncnnoacsosensscos 0.1 0.1 es 1.8 1.9 oes
Median income of specified type for those with such
INCOME e e s e navossessosnsenssossasasiononrconncnssosane $4,000 $4,305 $2,151 $2,837 $3,069 $1,193
HEAD YEAR-ROUND FULL-TIME WORKER
Percent of those with specified type of income........ 68,6 70.2 56.8 72.7 73.3 (1
Median income of specified type for those with such
IDCOME e v eerueenernerssossssnosesioesssarionassnsennas $4,647 $4,881 $2,923 $3,679 $3,852 (O]
Farm self-employment income Income other than earnings
Income sqs ) s
Families and Femilies and
unrelated Familles iggisi‘:z:is unrelated Families igﬁ:i‘:ﬁg
individuals individuals
TOTAL
NUBDET ¢ s vevensennnsasesissnnsscnraanns «.thousands. , 52,609 42,843 9,766 52,609 42,843 9,766
Number with specified type of income.......thousands.,. 4,532 4,181 231 18,029 14,070 3,959
Percent of those with specified type of income.. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0
Under $500....u00s... 45,9 45.6 (1) 34.7 36.5 28.1
$500 to $999.... 14.6 14,6 (1 29.2 25.5 42.5
$1,000 to $1,499 10.5 10.2 (1) 15.6 15.5 15.8
$1,500 to $1,999 7.5 7.3 [€2)] 8.0 8.6 5.8
$2,000 to $2,499 7.3 7.7 (1) 4.9 5.5 2.3
$2,500 to $2,999.. 3.1 3.2 ()] 1.9 2.1 1.2
$3,000 to $3,499.. 3.0 3.2 (1) 1.5 1.6 1.2
$3,500 to $3,999.. 1.3 1.3 (1) 0.8 0.9 0.4
$4,000 to $4,499.. 2.0 2.1 (Y 0.6 0.6 0.6
$4,500 to $4,999... 0.8 0.9 (Y 0.4 0.4 0.2
$5,000 to §5,999.. 1.2 1.2 (Y 0.7 0.7 0.6
$6,000 to $6,999.. 0.7 0.8 (1) 0.4 0.4 0.3
$7,000 to $9,999.. 1.0 1.0 (1) Q.6 0.7 0.2
$10,000 to $14,999 0.4 0.4 (1) 0.4 0.4 0.3
$15,000 to $24,999 0.4 0.4 (6] 0.2 0.2 0.2
$25,000 and over.. 0.2 0.2 &) 0.2 0.2 0.4
Median income of specified type for those with such R
IN0OmE L s e e vssanrerennneiieessarennsieseesssrnnnses $640 $651 (Y $762 $765 $758
HEAD YEAR-ROUND FULL~TIME WORKER
Percent of those with specified type of income........ 7347 76,1 )y 4L.4 48.4 15.5
Median income of specified type for those with such
INCOME . e e vaureessetncossiassassorssonannsscnseccsses $783 $776 (O] $513 “$504 $596

1 Percent and median not shown where there were fewer than 100 cases

in the sample reporting with specified type of income.




Table 13,--SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS, 1939, 1951, AND1955--MEDIAN WAGE OR SALARY INCOME OF PRIMARY FAMILIES AND UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS
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WITH WAGE OR SATARY INCOME, FOR THE UNITED STATES

Characteristiés of primary

Characteristics of primary

famlly or individual 1955 1951 1939 family or individual 1955 1951 1939
COLOR SIZE OF FAMILY
White families and individuals..... $4,331 $3,673 $1,325 2 persons. $3,835 $3,365 $1,219
Nomwhite families end individuals.. 2,418 1,943 489 3 persons. 4y 417 3,694 1,297
4 persons. 4,646 3,891 1,37%
5 persons... 4,506 3,952 1,322
SEX, MARITAL STATUS, AND 6 persons or more 4,146 3,556 1,134
AGE OF HEAD .
Families with male head, married, FAMILIES BY NUMBER OF CHILDREN
Wife present...sc.. $4,467 $3,773 $1,319 UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE
Age of head:
4,279 3,665 1,171 $4,227 $3,662 $1,368
4,872 4,111 1,449 4,343 3,662 1,315
AR 3,957 1,481 4,518 3,761 1,288
55 years and over.. 3,757 3,303 1,243 3 or more... eassassssemcesee 4,157 3, 956
Other families with male head. 3,857 3,412 1,159 .

Families with female head..viacen-.
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